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TAGS: PFOR, CA, CU 

SUB J : TRUDEAU CRITIZED IN COMMONS FOR CUBAN TRIP 

1 . PM TRUDEAU'S RETURN TO COMMONS TUESDAY FOLLOWING LATIN 
AMERICA TRIP SPARKED ROWDY QUESTION PERIOD DOMINATED BY 
CRITICISM OF VISIT TO CUBA. 

2. OPPOSITION MP TOM COSSITT INTRODUCED MOTION FOR 
"IMMEDIATE AND COMPLETE ACCOUNT TO PARLIAMENT" OF 

"THE PRIME MINISTER'S QUESTIONABLE GUSHING AND STAGE-STRUCK 
ADMIRATION FOR PRIME MINISTER CASTRO AND HIS DOCTATORIAL 
SOCIALIST GOVERNMENT." OPPOSITION LEADER STANFIELD THEN 
ASKED TRUDEAU WHY HE HAD NOT USED THE "VERY ACCEPT ABEL 
DIPLOMATIC PRACTICE" OF POSTPONING VISIT TO CUBA TO SHOW 
CANADIAN DISAPPROVAL OF CASTRO'S "FOREIGN ADVENTURISM" IN 
ANGOLA. TRUDEAU REPLIED TO THE EFFECT THAT CANADA S 
DISAPPROVAL HAD BEEN MADE CLEAR BEFORE VISIT. THAT ANY 
POSTPONEMENT WOULD HAVE LASTED FOR A LONG WHILE, 

AND THAT HE FELT IT DESIRABLE THAT HIS VISIT TO 
CUBA "SHOULD PRECEDE ANY POSSIBLE VISIT OF A HIGH 
LEVEL OFFICIAL FROM THE UNITED STATES." 

STANFIELD RETORTED WITH RHETORICAL COMMENT THAT VISIT 
WAS PERCEIVED IN WOULD AS "GREAT FOR FIDEL CASTRO. WHAT 
DID IT DO FOR CANADA". 
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3. DIEFENBAKER THEN PRESSED TRUDEAU ON WHAT 
SPECIFICALLY HE HAD TOLD CASTRO IN REPORTED "BRUTALLY 
FRANK" DISCUSSION ON ANGOLA, ASSUMING IT CONTAINED NO 
FOUR-LETTER WORDS. TRUDEAU ANSWERED THAT CONVERSATION 
LASTED THREE HOURS DURING WHICH TIME HE EMPHASIZED 
POINTS THAT FOREIGN INTERVENTION HAD "DESTABILIZING 
EFFECT" ON ALGOLA AND CUBAN INVOLVEMENT WAS 
"SERIOUS MISTAKE", NOT ONLY FOR HARM DONE IN AFRICA BUT 
ALSO BECAUSE CUBANS WERE DOING "A FAIR AMOUNT OF HARM 
TO THEMSELVES." HE SAID HE TOLD CASTRO THAT HE WOULD 

BE "WELL-ADVISED" TO WITHDRAW TROOPS. TRUDEAU ALSO 
TOOK SWIPE AT DIEFENBAKER BY MENTIONING THAT THERE HAD 
BEEN "NO NOTICEABLE COOLING OFF OF RELATIONS" BETWEEN 
DIEFENBAKER GOVERNMENT AND CUBA IN 1962 "AFTER CUBA 
HAD ACCEPTED MISSELES WHICH WERE POINTED AT THE 
HEART OF THE UNITED STATES." 

4. THROUGH REMAINING QUESTIONS, TRUDEAU MAINTAINED 
LINE THAT RELATIONS WITH CUBA HAD BEEN POLICY OF 
CONSERVATIVES, THAT HE CONSIDERED TRIP IN 

CANADA'S BEST INTEREST, AND THAT HE WOULD NOT WEAKEN 

DIPLOMATIC OR COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH 

CUBA BECAUSE OF DISAGREEMENT ON ANGOLAN ISSUE. HE 

DID AGREE, HOWEVER, TO PROVIDE COMMONS WITH 

LIST OF FOREIGN AID ITEMS GIVEN TO CUBA TO ASCERTAIN 

THAT NONE WOULD BE USED IN ANGOLAN WAR EFFORT. 

5. IN ONE QUESTION, OPPOSITION MP MCKINNON QUESTIONED 
EXTAFFMIN MACEACHEN ON AN EAST GERMAN INTERFLOT PLANE 
WHICH ALLEGEDLY LANDED AND REFUELLED AT GOOSE BAY LAST 
WEDNESDAY EN ROUTE FROM CUBA TO POINTS EAST. MACEACHEN 
PROFESSED TO HAVE NO LOG ON FLIGHTS FROM EAST EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES STOPPING AT GOOSE BAY BUT ADDED THAT HE 
RECALLED TWO SCHEDULED FLIGHTS TO CUBA STOPPING 

AT GOOSE BAY IN LAST MONTHS. HE DENIED CHARGE THAT 
CANADA WAS BECOMING A "STAGING AREA" FOR CUBAN TRAFFIC 
GOING TO EUROPE OR ANGOLA. EMBASSY WILL CHECK OFFICIAL 
RECORD OF SESSION TO CHECK IF MANEACHEN MAY HAVE CONFUSSED 
GOOSE MAY FLIGHTS WITH GANDER FLIGHTS PUBLICIZED THIS WEEK. 
JOHNSON 
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